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Communication 



The European Patent Office herewith transmits the partial supplementary European search report under 
Ruie 46(1) EPC relating to the above-mentioned European patent application. 

Copies of the documents cited In the supplementary search report are enclosed. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the following: 

The Search Division informs the applicant that if the supplementary European search report is also to cover 
inventions other than the \m0^iJ^W^^ in the claims, a further search fee must be paid for each 
of these inventions, within^llftlrntMfer notification of this communication. 

For applications with an international filing date up to 30 June 1999, the amount payable for a search fee 
requested under Rule 46(1) EPC is EUR 869,- (OJ EPO 2006, 495). 

For applications with an international filing date between 1 July 1999 and 30 June 2005, the amount 
payable for a search fee requested under Rule 46(1) EPC is EUR 720,- (OJ EPO 2006, 495). 

□ Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are) enclosed 
as well. 



Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on the last day 
of the period for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic debiting procedure, 
Supplement No .2 to Official Journal No.01/2005. 
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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with 
the requirements ol unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, 
namely: 
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The present partial European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European 
patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the claims. 
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Application Number 

EP 03 77 3147 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: 1-3, 34-37 and 43 insofar as this method includes the 

use of high-DHA shrimp 

Aquaculturally-raised shrimp comprising an elevated DHA 
level and a method of making said shrimp using a feed 
comprising DHA and a method of using the shrimp to feed a 
human or non-human animal. 



2. claims: 4-6, 38, 39 and 43 insofar this method Includes the use 
of high carotenoid shrimp 

Aquaculturally-raised shrimp comprising an elevated level of 
carotenolds and a method of making said shrimp using a feed 
comprising carotenolds and a method of using the shrimp to 
feed a human or non-human animal. 



3. claims: 7-11 and 40-42 

Aquaculturally-raised shrimp comprising a flavour enhancer 
and a method of making said shrimp using a feed comprising a 
flavour enhancer. 



4. claims: 12-14 and 43 insofar this method includes the use of low 

cholesterol shrimp 

Aquaculturally-raised shrimp comprising lower levels of 
cholesterol and a method of using the shrimp to feed a human 
or non-human animal. 



5. claims: 15-17 

Aquaculturally-raised shrimp comprising a defined DHA/EPA 
ratio. 



6. claims: 18-22 and 43 Insofar this method includes the use of 

Organic shrimp 

Aquaculturally-raised shrimp fed a diet including (organic) 
hydrolyzed plant protein and microalgae. 



7. claims: 23-25 



A shrimp feed comprising red rice yeast. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

8. claims: 26-33 

A shrimp feed comprising components chosen from DHA, lutein, 
lycopene, zeaxanthln, bromophenols, and chlorophyll . 

Aquaculturally-raised shrimp and feed for such shrimp are well known. 

The special technical feature(s), as defined in Rule 30 EPC, of the 
groups 1 to 6 are shrimp with elevated DHA levels (Group 1), with 
elevated carotenold levels (Group 2), comprising a flavour enhancer 
(Group 3), with lower cholesterol levels (Group 4), comprising a 
particular DHA/EPA ratio (Group 5) and fed with plant protein or micro 
algae (Group 6). 

The special technical feature, as defined in Rule 30 EPC, of Group 7 is 
directed to a shrimp feed comprising red rice yeast and the special 
technical feature, as defined in Rule 30 EPC, of Group 8 is drawn to a 
feed comprising components chosen from DHA, lutein, lycopene, zeaxanthin, 
bromophenols, and chlorophyll. 

It is clear that the 8 claimed inventions can be applied independently of 
each other, i.e they are not necessarily inter-related: the shrimps of 
groups 1 to 6 can exist independently of each other and of the different 
feeds of groups 7 and 8, which are, per se, not necessarily used to 
produce any of the shrimp of Groups 1 to 6. 

No same or similar special technical features can be determined and 
different underlying problems (supplying shrimp with high DHA levels, 
high carotenold levels, etc..) are solved. 

It appears therefore that no technical relationship between the various 
claimed inventions exists involving one or more of the same or 
corresponding special technical features, beside the common and already 
well known feature of an aquaculturally-ralsed shrimp and feed therefor 
as disclosed in at least one of the documents cited in the description 
and 1n the search reports. The eight groups of claims are thus not so 
linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 
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